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| ſhew 1he height of imagination, net the reality of «Aion. For whaher 
we conſider the ſFrarge begtnnings, ihe a /fjrewlt jreceedit gs the Darie, 
17 0 F: juagements”, the cordrericrie af. 0ppuions, theft axay Ar mMOrgons, 
the effetts or iſſues of theſe warres and troubles together with ths faith. 
fulg eſſe 67 talſencſſe of men the power and gcodnefſe of Ged diſcovered 
in thern,it walkbe founa the woſt imprebable relationithat ter was prg 
t0 paper, SE. rn 7 2th; Ne SE 5 2), ET A, DOES 
The providence af, Girnwhich abt $191 @UIN f10N hat b (ws 4t.yoeye ) 
ftriven ro repreſent ſuweb ſcenes of altton5n-Evgland as «rs kardly pa- 
rallel'd by any that are paſt. Ht: works #morg t#;have x08 enly juſtice, 
bat beauty and worderywor only mercy but 3kill and art tn thew(rhough 
to do thers.be 1s. praperty,vot hes frndy 1s nature ot hes labear ) Al an 
canuot ſomnch as be:ſnſjefied to have. exe theſe things; ' God hath 
done kefGod. The Lord weeds wot-ſmbſcrrbe. tis wame to bes work. Dr. 
that his name 1s weer 1B wonder ome works declare; lt pinſt be ſaid by 
way of aſſertion, This God hath wrought, & well as by way ef adwir g-. 
.  ti9n, What: hath God wrought 7 13d ennanet aAI < 5 on 
©. God hath dave ſomnch for us, that t he meftvchich remainy for 116. 
#b, 55 18 Admire and be'Thankull..fthe fe7 alents of mercy have rot. 
fair improvernents., © we ſail be raft for the moſt unyrofitable ſervants. 
'axd idle Stewards that were ever tiyftraby the:great Maſler # f het 
ven aud earth. Sud will their reckoning be, who ſlerghkt theſe mercies, 
but theirs ſaddeſt of all, who jv ph i a hand to varrieghiond {pankt hamis 
7 heircaſon'p1rven bythe boty-Ghvſtt by hob leo@nufkbeſiia; who 
teddeth was viond, $5:tÞ 6:2. 01 cakk fern the lmargintGodmadehe 
man. God bath made onr vittories and acliveraCcet inks, ows 7022 Fe > 
There's not oxe.of them, bur lecks lrg 6 oa,” W hat theirwoom ſhall be 
whe byevoiedy felf-ent, who by ſontng diviſions of thang feces 
by fomentingjentoufics dr noumſhing d1[centedts,gohow-.no meartber | 
them ahe perpetual equity.of that fir ft: ſfatate-law yuts 1wravhiignaieeh. 
of every Judge Right hondutable;rhbat thefe work of God may hedes 
chared by all jmanner of declarations, perfitied tmis all manner of pere 
 felttons, and that. God who bath wrotght them may be hononred with 
4l]-meanier. of: bonaurs. ſhould wow be" our ſpeciai cars aud ſtudy » the 
care alſs avd ſtudy of aN, who rfhrhe cootorctand. ſhare inthe blefe 


[mgs of thews -'of which yuaver [1:tibavkefolly ſubſarthe'wey ſelf, and; 
_— ©» Your Honours, hambly devoted . 
_ Fa the ſworce of the Goſpel. 
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T ſhall ot die , * but live ; and declare the workes = 


the. Lord 


ett. Al. Att. Mie 


> Hs 1s 2 Plalm af mercies , and of praiſes,. A 
Sj Pſalm compoleg of yictorics, and of thank(- 
A || C1VINgs. 5; OD Oe 
The holy Pen-manatthe firſt yerſe, makes 
agenerall invitation to the duty , upona ge- 
nerall ground ,-O give thanks munto the Lord 
for be & good 5, becauſe bis mercy endureth for ever. Bur be- 
cauſe that which is every, bodies work, 1s uſually no bodies 
work ; therefore ( in the next words ) he puts the duty into 
"{{tind& bands, Let 1ſrael now ſay let the hs of Aaron now 
!ay ; let them now that fear.the Lord ſay, that bs mercy endu- 
 7eth for ever, The Church of the Iewes fals here under 3 
three-told diſtribution. We IS 
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Earſt, / Iſrael the body of the Common-weaith. 

Secondly, The hoaſe of Aaro.z, the Minzſters of the Temple. 

Thirdly, A that feare the Lord \Converts and Prolelites 
out ofall Nations under heaven. | 

Having thus awakend and ſummon'd all to this duty, he 
begins a narrative of the ſpectall grounds ard reaſons of it ; 
| whichappear intwo branches. 

Firſt, the readinefſe of Gol to hear and help him , from 
the 5,verſ.to the 10, I called upon the Lord in aiftreye : the 
Lore ales ed me, and ſetme ina barge plate. The Lord # o8m) 
7 ae, Bec. 7 | 

Secondly , the tailice of his enemics in oppoſing him ; 
who are Sfoibed. | 

x. Their multitude, A!l NatiozsyetC. the 19. That is, the 
"Nations round about : ſuch asare named ( Pſal.83.7 .)Gebal 
and Ammon, and Amaleck the Philiſtires with the iuhat1- 
rants of Tire,&c, Theſe have conſulted together with one cor- 
ſent, they are confederate aqaraſi me, 

2. Their neerneſſe of prevailing, ' hy compaſ] ed me about. 
D awd was.never tn fuch a treight, or ſo neer the borders of - 
raine,as when Saul and His menicom paſſed H:m 1nd his men 
round about to take them ( 1 Sam.23. 26.) when an Enemy 
charges both /- frout and flank, beth yan and veer, they look 
like Maſters of the field. | 
"29, Their frequency 1n'renewing their aſſaults ; They com - 
paſied. me about , they compaſied me alont - Jed, they compaſſed _ 
me about ; They compaſſedme about like Bees. Four times they . 
compaſſed him;about,and the fourth withan addition ; rhe 
la{Fwa< hotteſt ,*; as ſetifis their Ref upon ir, to ſhew how 
reſtleſſe and u-ceflant they were in their opp ofition. 

. He deſcribes his enemies by theend ich the Lord. 
br ought them unto, They are quenched as fire of thorns ( ver. 
12. ) Some read, They ere kindlca us the fire of thorns ; both 

the 
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 Honaureble Howfes of ParHament, 8c. Aprit 2. I 1645. 


the Greek and the Chaldee tranſlate i . and it:i5-afuall i in 
the Hebrew for the ſame word to ſignifi contratics , 4s 70 
Llefie and to curſe; {9 here., to ques and zo kindle. "The 
ſenſe amounts to the ſame, for that which is ſoon kindled, is 
ſoon quenched, D avids enemics were ſoon kindlced as the 
fire of thorns , a ſmall matter ſet them on fire : and they 
vere quenched or conſnmed like thO omns, which ina moment 
are both flame and aſhes. - 
. He deſcribeth his enemies by he end which they in- 
J tended him, or by their deſign we him, at the 13 verſe, 
Thou haſt thruſt ſore at me that 7 might fall; ruine was the 
projet. Malice knows not how to g0 lefſe then deſtruction, 
'. They thruſt fore ot him that be might fall. 
The Pſalmifl having made this report of his dangers and 
.  deliverances of his enemies riſing, rage and tall, gives glory 
to God, verſe. 14. The Lord i my ſtrength and ſoa, and he it 
become my ſ, 7 rs And all his people celebrate theſe mer- 
cies as well as {harein them ({ verſ.15.16, ) Thewoice of re- 
joyerng ara faloatron & the taberzacles of the righteous, He, 
; 18 whom thcy rejoyced , and who was the ſubje& of their 
ſong , ſtands forth in the next words, The rIeb) hand of the 
Lord doth valtartly :; The right hand of the Lard & exalted, 
The right band of the Lord doth vali*tl, 
Davids joy now grows up to confidence, and from telling 
over the former mercics of God, he goes. on to fore-rel| thoſe 
| which were future, inthe Text-now read. 


1 ſhell not dre, but tive , and declare the porks of the 2 


The words are holy rapture or exultation of ſpirit 3 bis 
faith was too big for his heart, he muſt yent it at his tips, 3 
[hall ot die, but live, &c. 

Thereare two parts in this yerſe. 

1. Davids confidence of future mercy, 7 ſhall not dje ut live. 
B 2 3, Davidh 
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2. Davids conſcience both Ot a preſent and furure qury, 
And decla z7e the works of the Lord, 

There is 'adouble readins of the words. © 

\ Some thus,:1 2 20t dead but alive; which tr wflation 24 
's contended for, as the beſt,” by x ſeatned interpreter ; and 
chen the ſenfe bath a mixtureof joy and chankfulneſſe e, that 
he who'could number ſo many enemies, and ſo many dangers, | 
ſhould yet paſte the pikes untoucht and out- -live them all, I 
am ant dead, but affue,O wonderfull ! Bleſſed be God for this. 

'We read, I ſhat at die. but live, And fo the words car- 
ry the ſenſe of an high 4 ting" faith, or ofa faith raiſed.upto 
a full-grown aſſurance. Having told the ſtory of his paſſed, 

{afferings and falvations ,” he believes above and beyond all 


yoſl ble  (ufferings, 


= | ſpall: not die. but live. 


"But was Dauid immortall > what man ihe that Liver. 
2:24 ſhall not ſze death _ and ſhall ba 4eliver-his ſoul from the 
hand of the grave? Pſal. 89.49. Is it not appointed unto all” 
men once to die? And after Dev:d had ſeryed his generati-. 
on, did not, he fall.a ſleep? Readwe not often 0 Davids: 
fe pulchre > How then is.it that, he promiſeth thus much to, 
himſelf I ſhall rot die, bat live ? 

| Theres isa two-fold death. 


A © bogey Naturall ade Es 


David doth __ pk himſelf priviledge from the for- 
mer, he waves-not a ſubmiſſion to the-law of ature. But 
David did believe God would protect him from the latter : 

7 ſhell aot die_ that is, a violent death, 7 ſhall n#t dieby the. 
hand of theſe men, I ſhall not die the death which they have 
 yoted me to 1n their counſels long ago. 


Again , | Death may be taken under another diſtin&tion. 
___—nere 
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There 1s cither, 
A naturall, > 
| OE e feath. : 
Co wn ti 
We may underftand David of the latter, 7 ſhall not ate a. 
crvil death : a5 not a violent corporall death,” they ſhall rot. 
rake away the life of my body ; ſol ſhall not dre accivil 
death. they ſhall not take away, the proſperity of my eſtate. 
The two witiefſes are {ail to'be dead (Revel. 11,8, 3 
and their dead bod'esto lic in thetreets, when they were dt: 
veſted of all powerand priviledge-in holding forth the truth 
ofthe Goſpel. The ſtate of the TIewes.1n their Babylogman 
captivity is repreſented to Ezetzel by a valley full of dry 
bones ( Chap.'37.1,2.) A man may have breath in his bo- 
dy ,, and yet the man ſcarce alive. The Apoſtle ſpeaks this 
ſenſe, ( x Thef. 3.8. ) Now 7 live ( that is, now Tlivecom- 
». fortably , now I feele my ſelf alive ) if yeſtand fait 72 the 
' fatth, So here, 7 ſhall zot are; that is, I ſhall not bemilſe- 
rable, I ſhall not be trodden under foot, or liveat the curtefie | 
and allowance of my enemies. - - 
And when he faith 7 ] wearenot to reſtrain it to Dat'zas 
perſon , he meaneth himſelf , and they who had adhered to 
him in that cauſe ; I and my friends , I and the Common- 
wealth of 1udah, 1 and they ſhall not die, but Irve, A good 
747 never reckons his happineſſe alone. 
But how would Davidimploy that his preſent promiſed fe- 
Licity > How woWMd he beftory that life, that proſperous life? 
He doth not ſay , I will now live merriſy , I will eat and 
drink, and take my pleaſure: he doth not fay,I havegot down 
mineenemies,].will now(as ſome perhaps flanderouſly repor- 
ted him)negle& my friends. He doth not ſay, I bave got pow- 
er over my oppoſers , now I will uſe this power to oppreile 
whoml pleaſe, Davidcould eafier have died or been TT 
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all bis dayes among r his encrties, then to ba e lived and Þ roſ- 
percd to theſc ends. 


Once more ; He doth not ſay,/ ſball's not diebut livetode- 
clare my own oreat works ; Now the world ſhall know how 
ſucceſſetu!l I bave been in this warre ; the Nations round a- 

bout ſhall hear what my Generil$and ChicftainsFavedorc ; 
ſtories ſhall report to after ages, what gallant men Tcab 
and Abiſhai have been. No, here is no mention of Himpelf 
or of T beſe, his declaration runs all upon the works of God, 
I am not dead, but alive, or, 1 ſhall not die, but Live : 5 and de- 
elare the works of the Lord. 

The fummeof all-1s, as if Det1d had faid : 

I well perceive that the deſign of my enemies was totake awe) 
my life, or at I eaft the comforts of my life ; they theught 4 be- 
ing in the world teo mach for me, and they nere reſolved a wel- 
being 1 ſhould not have; bat thed Le God, rotwithfianding 
all therr projets and o7poſit trons, 1 am zot dead: my tife 1 whole 
:2 me ſlill, and my fiate is wellmended * my enemies have not 
hed their wils on me, either to tecr my ſoal from my bodze,or to 
relate ine comforts of either, ] am 70t dead, - and more I am a= 
le 7 and my friends, 1, and they nho have en.hark dia the 
ſame cauſe, 4nd run the [ame sdventures with mewe all thrive 
and flouriſh, we are alice and ylives like, And me thinks from 

the mountain of this my preſent felicity 1 ok upen the mercies 

ef many yeeres to come 5 my faith hegins to prepheſie , and my * 
ſvrritnall poofpettive draws hefore me the blegggngs of- many ge- 
HErAtiOns EVEN Lleſſrngs fer the cnrldren yet wnborn, as J am 

; of dead but altve_ ſo 1 ſhell :ot die bat live ;, Gid hath not 
given me fato the hand of theſe men nor [bined upon thery 
counſels againſt m2, and now I am confident that he willnot, 
The frafe aud faith which 1 have of theſe thrrgs pleaſes me 
exce-dirgly. but that which is moſt contentfull tome, and thete- 
ry projec ? of ny ſoul,” that my life ſhall ran cut 27 the honours. g 


ef 


Ms. tt. AM. ted. oath... Oat. 1 


1 FX RANTS WOE Foe es a my yy <o—cot Or on ai I EEE ne or OO 0 OO IO I IE SO 
- —— ——_—' — a mn —— — —— 


— m4 


- 
EE Ee IR ann =p 


Heciourable Houſes of Parliament, Fog April : 2.96 46, 


ic. 
<TD ki. Md ——— —_—— m— 


ht. Af. Mi... _—_—_ —_— — —— kt tre at... 


of myG oo, that thef, ? Uiflories which be bath P1Ven me oves mine 
enemies ſhall overcome me to by ſervice, that the greateſt work 


of my vergn ſhall be to make a declaration of what God hath 
rough E- | EM | 


L ſhall not dre, but Joe ; and Kelarh the works f the Lord. 


1 ſhall now draw out ſome particulars from the gererall 
ſenſe thus given. And firſt take anObſervation riſing cqual- 
ly from either reading ; 

” That the deſign of maliciow enemies # theruinof their oppor 

ers, 
: When David ſaith, 1 am tot dead but POR , he intimates * 
_ that the enemy (ought his life ; or, when he ſaith, ? ſhall rot 
die, but lrue ; he implics theencmy would till £0 ON pur- 
ſuing bis life. 1acos fore-ſay no leile danger from his mali- 
cious brother ( Gen,32.11, ) [ fear htm ( faith be ) lejt he wil 
come andſmite me, and the mether upon the childres, Quecne 
_ Eflberin the fixth of that book, ſheivs the malice of Hamas, 
 a&Ring thus high, We are ſold, 7, and my Feople, to be deftrojed 
fo be ſlain, and to periſh. If we had been ſold for tond-men and 
bond-women, I had beld my tongue though the eyemy could not 
countervail the Kings demege but has s not. the thing which 
will {atisfic Hamas, we are ſold tobe fain, and to be geſts oyed. 
| Iris avexation to malice not to do its uttermoſt, Some 
of the T almudifts have obſerved, that the devil was as much 
wounded with that reſtraint which God put upon him,that 
be ſhould not take away the life of 706, as ſeb was with all 
the wounds which the devil inflited upon bis body ; See, be 
is in thy band, bat ſave his lifs, The devil would have TONE . 
£0 life, unleſſe he had been ftopr. Malice hath nobounds,and 
it keeps none, but thoſe,which an imfuperable hand pre eſcribes 
Or impoſes. The children of Edam are not. contented with 
_ defacing the beauty,with breaking down the battlements, or 
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Uncovering the roof of $07, their cry is, Raſe it, raſe it Ven 
to the foundation thereof ( Pal. 137. 7. ) As Antipathy 
1s not againft any one 1ndividuall, but againſt the whole kind: 
ſo it 1s nor againſt any one 000d of the individull , but a- 
gant all kind of good which he. enjoyes. Thus the Propker 
deſcribes the Babrlonian cruelty acainſt ſeruſalem (Ter. 51, 
34.) Nebuchadnezar King of f Babilon hath devoured me, be 
bath cruſhed me, he hath made me an.emptyweſſel, he hath [wal- 
lowed me uf like a adragen, he hath filled bis belly with my del- 
_ cates, he hath caſt me out, By that time all the luſts 'of wic- 
ked men are ſerved, they {weepall away. That ( as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks). which the Palmer-worm leaves, the locuſt eats, 
ard that which the locuſt leaves the canker-w orm cats : ſowe 
may fay , that which ambition leaves, covetouſheſle takes ; 
_ that which covctouſneſle leaves, crue'ty takes ; that which 
cruelty leaves, gluttonny and drurkenr.efſe take and rhat 
which glutt ron and drunkennefſe leayes, wantonheſſe takes a 
Way, cill all's gone. - 
| Hence ic is thar the Lord.is {o ſevere againſt the enemies 
of hts people, Revel. 16.6, Thou haſt © river them bloud to 
drink f or they erengrthy: they muſt rink bloud, for nothing 
would fatisfie them'but bloud. And ( er. 51.35.) the 
Church is prophefied, imy recating like vengeance UPON Bg- 
bylon, The wzolerice done to me be upor Babylon, ſhall the tuba- 
Gs rant of Zion ſay ; andmy bloud upon the inhabitants of Cal- 

-s ſhall Ter uſalen ſay. And 2gain, O aavobter of B ab) loz: 
bs art to be deſtro)ed, happy fball he be rho vewaradeth rhee, ; as 
thou ha ſerved me. Pfal. 137.8. | 

Tathis glafſe we may ſee the face of many of their hearts, 
out of whoſe bands,we rejoyce that we aredelivercd this day. 
It is nothing but the want'of power which hath hinderedrhe 
execution ofutmoſt. And therefore whereGod giveth -pow- 
er, W hat ſhould ſtana between juſtice, and the exccution of 
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| it > I wonldnot blow up-revenges, but thus much I fay, -28 
Fs as dangerom not to execmte juſticegas it 510 take revenge. 
So much in generall, from the deſign of Davids cnemies,it 
-was death and rune. _ 
Take two notes from that reading, 7 am #ot dead but alrue. 
Firſt, thus, m— TT 
It ts a mercy tn trmes of great danger, to eſcape death, or to 
come off with our lives, —.. | 
\ It isa mercy not to live in times, when God viſits 2 peo- 
-ple only to puniſh their ſinne. ;. and therefore fome of the 
jos Kings of /udah , were promiſed that they ſhould die, 
before ſuch troubles were borne ; even Ba/aam ( Numb. 24. 
22. ) prophecying of the ſore calamities of divers Nations, 
- breaths out-in compaſſion, 4las, who ſhall live whea God doth 
\ thu > Who would deſire to liven ſuch a time > The ragt- 
2201 15 baken away from the evil to come ( Ha57.1. ) But to 
live in times, when God viſits a people , for the purging of 
their fins; this 1s a:;great mercy. To live in ſuch times, and 
-to get thorow them, though but with an eſcape, is amercy. 
| But to get thorow thoſe times with a conqueſt, 15a great 
-mercy. It is an honour to live 1n troubles which overcome 
-us, while we are:-contending for truth and rightconſneffe : 
But to.live in troubles, where contending for truth and righ- 
teouſnefſe we overcome, is our happinefle.. - Fs be 1m-deatbs 
often is an henourable life ; but often to conquer deaths is 
an Heroicall life, ie > : 
Right Honourable and Beloyed,-this is Englanes mercy. 
Life 1s the richeſt commodity of this life. Life amongNa- 
" turals:is next in value to the ſoul. and -1t 1s 1n value above all 
| Civils. Satans eſtimate . may be takenin thts point ( Job 
2. ) Skin for skin , and all that a man bath nill be grve for 
hi life, Life is feet, life is a treaſure. And there hath becn 
- muchdigging for this treaſure, We have gonethorow fireand 
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iyater yaricry: ot dangers. : 'we have walked toritour or five. 
yeeres , NOt-OnLy. 11 a valley of teares., butof bloud, inthe; ' 
very valley of the" adow of death, and yetwe arcnot dead, but 
alive. What though it bath coſt much to preſerve thefe - 
tives; (who wyoute de :to-fave charges: Yrrhat. though c- 
ſtates be ſþ1r:2ed, yet life 1s lexgthned > what though lome: 
of the ilading-hath been caitover-board in this ſtorin, . yet 
che veſlell 1s {fate ; #e are mot dead, but alive. We (if ever. 
any;) may ſayic witha muexture of wonder and thanktfulneſſe' 
Englamd15-potdead;out alive There weremany who looker 
aponher-as' dying .andgaſping:our her laſt breathy:. Many | 
hoped:arsl4 many tetred” £agland would- have been: in cher 
vinditie-ſheetbeforethis time. How often have we (like 
#aeb ar the-red fea) been-'calking of 'our graves'?/Horwr ofteh 
haverve waxediifirongiinmunbeliof, and concluded (.48 D av 
once Uid F wenball oe day periſh > yet we may fay, England y 
vot:dead; por abeve. , > wonnngnt t 0D 137 2B 
 *Andiwhatw mercy 1s it that we:can read this text to thr 
Parlianient.of Englwd; Yeurd norte, nt altue., The Par: 
liament bath haddeath-fkinding at their-doors; death'look- 
ing thorowithe key-holezfcarceſuffering the door to ſhut; leſt 
(1fcallet) it ſhould not come.im: taſt enough, and yet we 
may: fays, The Parliament:of) Sugland ts not dead, but alive, 
Andwhich is moſtxonfiderable{ as in vit's greateſt:ſiroun- 
Ings:09 100nvaltions it alivayes retained life i it ſelf ,. and 
lived 1n the hearts and prayers of the faithfall- in-theland, 
{oJ1r mow livetlr in: the,congues ahd pens'(-kiiow not in 
wiitftare avis in cheihearts!) of chofeivith whom it was'rec 
kond among the lead: The Parliametit:of England hat! 
been prayed todeath, curſed'to death; idrnnk to'death, devo- 
ted to death, and voted todeath (Famſurea civil death ) in 
deepeſt conſultations,and yetis alive; and lives inthe mouths 
of many; whoſe throarswereonce awvopen (epulchre toſfwal- 
pas ade _ 
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i low it vp and bury -it forever, Letthis mer Cy be zemembred 
as that. which 1s the mother-mercy, or-the. inſtrument; the 
parent of all ourNationall mercies. The Parirameit, of Eng: 

ag is ot aca, but alive, : 
' Forthe C71 of London, this oreat and CCA W vned £y ityay har 
A mercy 15.1t that; we Call lay. * Load Ent dead, tart ali 
Death hath been) hovering about, your wals:; Heprl vw zited 
when 1t {ſhould be admitted to. look i eld atyour WINGOW CS, 
Fea. the Ik ofthis City hath-beeri br CedINg.1It-5 Owne 
bow vs. Some members, g Sg been-cortraving the >death or 
the who'e body, and bave themſelves juſtly: dit; far 1t- And 
that which-the Prophet ſteaks (Lam. 4.124) concerning Fe- 
: ruſalem The Kings of the earth, audall the -txhabitants of the 
 Torld would wot have believed, that the adverſary dr:d the ene. 
my ſhowld have eatred into the gates of Jeruſalem ; may be: in- 
_ verred, CONCernang London, The Kings: and Nations abqut us 
would not believe but:rhat che. cnemy - would -have efitrcd-in 
at the gates of London before this time ; yer rotwithſtan- 
ing ſecret underminings and OPCn threatung gs, Th great (-1- 
2 { which holds much the life of thewhole Nation ):& a0t 
dead, but alive; This City bath not had ſo much as a mount 
caſt: up, nor anarrowy ſhot againſt it. 4 ot Hine 4h 
Laſtly, How many are there i inthis PE APE 
who have gane:forth with their lives. in their hand; who havc 
( as it were: )conyer{ed. withdeath:; - Same {- I believe )are 
here, who have led Armics:inthe field, who hae been in the 
head of them in times ofgreateſt danger, and hotreſt aſſaults, 
who have ſcen pale-death on every ide,. who have heard the 
groans and.bcheld.: the wounds f the dying'; let themvall 
blefſe God, rhar they and we can ſay , They are wot dead, but 
alive. 
A great King (1 Rue. 20, 22.) made 3 it hisr ueſt, and 
would have been glad of rhe grant, 7 pray thee let me Iive. #f- 
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ber: makes the ame bs to 0 Abaſhaerm ( chap, 7+3« ;.) Let 1) 
life be givenme at my petition, 4nd my people at my requeſt, And 
all thar God himſelf promiſed {ome very good men( in a 
time of common calamity ) was, That they ſhould have their 
lives for a prey, as for great chings they werenot to be look'd 
for ,” 7er.39.18. 8 45.5: That: we-canſay thus much, we 
are tive is 2mercy, if we could ſay no more. 

But ifwecan: ſay more;; if we can fay, we are not Only a- - 
live, that is, numbred 21200s livers . : but we arc alive, that 
is, minbred among refoycers, \ this would riſe toa high prized 
mercy. Thats a ſecond Note, which I ſhail briefly touch, 

For a people after they bave yun thorow graat d engers, to [zve 
enjoytng great comforts and ſucceſſes, es. 1547 Amavzing merecy, 

Not to be dead-butalive, 1s mercy , but to be alive and 
proſperous, what-a mercy-is that! This calleth as much for 
admiration, as thankfulneſſe. It was much that the buſh-bur- 
ned, and was not conſumed, £x94.3.2 .but that a Buſh ſhould 
burn and-at that time bloſſom-and bear fruit, how admirable 
were-that ! When loſephs brethren ( Gen.4.5. ) returned and 
told their father-; . roſeph is yet altve , had the report ended 
there, Jacobs heart had been exccedingly revived 3 but when 
they tell him, 7ofeph ic yet alive, and he & Governor o ver all 
the land of AY : ; how did this amaze the ſpirit of old 14- 
c06 1 He'was ready todie with joy, to heare that his ſon was 
nor only not dead, but alive in ſuch an eſtate of honour. 

This "day is witneſſe ; This ſolemn meeting is a proofe, 
That the' King don the Parliament of England the City of 
Lozdsn: do not only live but proſper. -Ye are not eſcaped 
only'( as 19bſpeaks, Chap.1 9.20. ) with theskin of your teeth, 
but with your Ornaments and Honours , with your riches 
and priviledges. Ye have not only breath and a being, but 
ſtrength and a wel-being; ye are ecrnmrſide with b leffings, 
and the Candle of God ſhines upon your is Though 
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T4 4s the] Pſ{aimitt tpeaks, Pfal. 66.12 ) Ye have 086 thorow 

' mucd fire andwater, yet God hath brought jos to a wealthy place, 
Ye are not enjoyiny a life only, a life within one Rep'or de- 
greeof death, bur ye live your lives, ye bave a life that bath 
abundance of life in it, {Uch livelineſſe, ſuch vigour, your al-. 
faires have not had ſince theſe troubles: began. 

VV hat the Oratour ſpake with indiona:! 1011 of Cataline, x 
confpiratour againſt the Peace of bis countrey, FViut etians 
72 Seaatum went, the man hath honour, whole life is.more 
then bis due: The fame:# may- I ſay w ith much gratuiatioln 
of you, Noble Patriots, Vivits, etiam in Senatum Venttio 
Ye live , ad ye lrve fil like Sexatours. Your Honour is 
oreat in the falyatioa which God hath wrought : Toxr Sunne 
riſes ia'the Wet, Your victories: abroad are ſftupendious : 
Your unton ( which this dayes appearance 1s a great demon- 

tration of ) I fay, your unton at home 1s pleaſant and har- 
monions, theTwo Heuſes with each other, .both wich the C £- 
£3 concentring in this ſolemn duty. 

I would ſay this, from the ſenſe of this great mer s OY 

Right Honourable, ſceing the Lord bath gLVEN YOLL 
your lives for a prey, and added proſperity to your lives, 
let the cauſe of God not only live bat proſper in the land. 
Improve your utmoſt, that Ieſus Chriſt may-haye, not' one- 
1; 5 SEG Or a breathing i inthe land, and in your lives, but 
chat he may reignand live gloriouſly both in the Land, 
and in- your lives. The Apoſtle 1obz in his third Ep. to 
Garm wiſhes that his body might proſper even as his ſoul 
proſpered : My with is that Meas fouls, and all the af- 
faires of ſouls ; may live and proſter , - as God hath cauſed 

'yourbodies and outward eſtates to live and proſfer © My 
wiſhis, that allthe Churches of Chriſt may live and pro(- 
per,cvenas the Common-wealth proſpers, The C barch of 
Chrift is the ſoul of that Common-wealth \, where it 1s, 
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Many Com: 110n-wealths : bave proſpcred ww here © brif hath 
bad no Churchat all , but ( 1 think ) tzere w 3S BeVEr any - 
Commonwealth char proffered whercChr 1ſt hada Church, 
if that Church did not live up inthe ſame degrce of profpe- 
ity, that the Common-wealth did, I mean, | ittlc = vrch 
had nora fourif] nifg life in it's capacity acccraing to the 
Houriſhing of the Statewhercin- it lived. I {peak £ot of the 
Church,. under the old notion of the (harcb-mer but 1 ſpeak 
of the Church, as comprehending all the Saints ard fervanrs 
of lefus Chriſt , all the fxithful] in the Land ; let them all 
have, net only a life, but a comfortable life. This will an- 
ſiver the mercy of God, in givingthe State, rot only a being, 
but {uch acomtortable beins, 45 it bath at this d. ay: 

I know, Right Honourable , 1t was farre frcm VOL Ir 
thoughts, ever to-bave {pokenlike that Roman Tyrant; if'7 
muſt die, let fire and earth mingle, letall go to confuſion : if I 
muſt dic, Iet all the world die:too. +] doubt not but you 


would have rejoyced ( though your. own lives had been the 


price ) to-have krown, .thar England ſhould hve , it would 
have been your comfort, that the foundations of mercy-to a 
future gencration had been ſurely laid, though in on own. 
TUNES : Thoug ld ( 15 Itdahb pleads with 7 ofeph {or the COLUTD. - 
of Benjamin, Gen. 4.4.20.) I verily believe, that the life of 
the Kingdome of England, is bound up inthe Parliament of 
England, and when'this dies,thar muſt, inthe notion Here in- 
rended. Bit Fam ſure ye are-further off from the ſpcech of 
chat other Roman Tyrant,ywvho ſaid, Let fire and earth mingle, 
{o 7 may live and proſper, ſo I may bhavewhat pleaſcth me, no 
matter what becomes of the reſt of the world. F krow ye 
abhorre to think, much more to reſolve, Now we {ite'ard proſ- 
per. let fire aud earth: mingle, let juſtice ard oppre S708 mingle. 
tt Chris and Belial mingle, let truth end errour minpole, "let 
light and derkne (fe mingle, let { 00d end evil mivelelet confaſe- 
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0/2 ank difor th 424) 12 thi fa 178 ani livs in the boy of t be 
whole. N83 19%, if they w'll, Th ccrefors #5 the Lord bath grv en 
1540 tals m2rcy, taat you are notaczt but alive; (0 ft tt De; 
I bu moly beſe-ch yol-; 'your care'in-anfyer tl \crcunto; that 
ctherworkof Gol: "chat alt: yho fer Gol'that the exuſe an 
people of God, char the flock of jelusC heiſt, m1y not only nog 
dic; bur ve proſperouſl y With,aud under your Government. 
- T-nowyicome to the leco 2 renting reading of the text, 
[ ſha! not are, bat live © So it is-2 Voice'of! toly confi CICC, 
$4 it yes ids: this plain Obſer vations © 
"That, The T0 rence. bf former merceies and. [ucceſſes is 4 
g704#d of hopefor fature and continued mercies and. ſucceſſes, 
Baith curtieth this experience, Jan abt dead, but "alive '1nt0 
this confidence , T ſhatl” not dre, but vt. Hope i is the firſt- 
born of experience. ( Rom, 5.4.) Tie Apol He ar2ues {o ( 2 
Cor. 1.10. 7 Hebath delivered us from (0. great 4 death ( dead- 
Ft dangers ) and he doth deliver is; whatiof that > And.we 
IrUjl that he will alſo deitver 16; Wh 1C God nath ddne-and 
doth: is cafily-bclieyed he will doc. The peo ple of 7ſ-ae! be: 
INT wY thorow the red Sea, kept a day of Thank(giving,and 
we find that they greiv confidenc of getting into Canaan pre” 
ſently, Exod I5. 13,14, Thou 4 thy mercy haſt led forth the 
people's | whichthos haſt redeemed , thou haſt guided them 1n thy 
ſtrength unto thy holy habitation : the people ſhall hear and 6a 
afraid, ſorrow ſhall robs hold of the inhabitants of Palcſtina,the 
Dates of E dom ſhall be amazed, &c., Jſrael had ſet but a foot 
(4 it. were beyond the red Sea, ard yet now they tryumph, 
avf they hada footing in Canaan, Was not Hoſes too for- 
ward in this, and were not the people over confident > No, 
they hada juſt g ground of hope, that God would carry them 
thoroiv that wilderneſſe. e becauſe he had brought them thorow 
that red Sea.” David ſaw Golich vanquiſhed 1h the yi&tory he 


obtainedovera Lyon ad a Bear, this Unbikcuncifed fine 
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liſizme ſhall be as one of then. EG 
I beſcech you let your faith grow thus vigorous, andturn 

eXPeriences into confidences, &ecauſe you are 0t aead, but a- 
live ; believe that ye fhall not dre, but live. . 
I would rot invite you to build Caſtles in theayre, nor 
would I nurſe up preſumptious thoughts 11 any. I know that ' 
Babylon ſhall be as confident, as confidence 1t ſelf, immediately 
betore her deſtruction, Revel, 18.7.7 fit 4 Qxeen, and am no 
zidew, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow; and yet all her {orrowes ſhall 
then come upon her. I know the people of God may over- | 
act their faith , and be confident without cauſe, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks ( Ier.2.37. ) The Lord bath rejected thy confiden- 
ces, axd thou ſhalt not proſper t# them, Put though I would 
not, yea, I dare not be over-bold or preſuming, yet I would 
10t have any diſtruſtfull or unbelieving. God # 4 Rock, and 
his work wperfet : Weare ſure he hath begun a work , why 
{ſhould we not believe he will bring it unto perfection ? 

It may be, ſome abroad;will object, as Rabſhateh once did 
againſt Hezekzah and the Iewes ( 2King. 18.19. ) Thu ſaith. 
the great Ring, the King of CAfiiria What confidence u this 
zhberein then truſteſk> Thou preſumeſt thou ſhalt be deli- 
verd from the invaſion of Sexacherib, What is this confi- 
dence, ſaith Ra#&fhakeh , tell me thy ſtrength > Poſſibly thex 
wilt ſay ( but they are but Vain nords ) Thave connſell and 
ſirength for the warre. Or, it thou haſt not ftirength of thine 
own, yet thou haſt friendsand confederates to aſſiſt thee,. 1 
wonder where. Tell me > Now on whom doft thou truſt, that 
thou rebellefl> agataſt me 2 If thou wilt not. diſcover -the /ac# 
whepetn thy firexgth lies , then] willdo it for thee; Now 
Eekold, thou traffeſt upon the tafſe of this bruiſed reed, even up- 
04 e/Eoypt. on which if a man ilear_ it will go tnto4 mans hand, 
andpierca it: Sots Pharaoh King of «Egypt unto all that truſt 
co bim, Thus lie fleights 1113 confidences in men : Andbecauſe 
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he knew Heze#zah and the Iewes had a reſerve, when the 
arm of fleſh was broken , therefore he takes them off from 
that too ( ver{,22. ) But if ye ſay unto me, We truſt 7a the 
Lord our God ; Is not that he whoſe high places and whoſe 
altars Hezekiah bath taken away , and hath ſaid toludab and 
Jeruſalem, ye ſhall worſhip before this Altar in Teruſalem;> As 
if he-had ſaid, Doe ye buzld your confidevce in God when ye 

have done God ſuch a diſſervice as this, the defacing and demo- 
liſhing of bis Altars > Are ye ſo audacious to believe that God 
will belp you , when you pave thus d:ſhowoured bim > (an you 

 expeFt his ayd ſhould be the reward of your ſacriledge 2 Be a- 
ſhamed of theſe hopes, make not your God « proteBour of your im- 
pretzes. ' Some (1 fay ) from abroad may think to cut the 
ſinewes'of our confidence by ſuch an argument ; What 
is your confidence co prevail, or that the Parliament ſhonld 
proſper ? Are not they the men, who have pulld down Al- 
tars , and aboliſhd Prelacy? Have not they: turned our the 

| old Liturgy, and daſh'd the Ceremonies > Have not they done 
theſe things by their authority, and ſhall they Ive > © 

To ſuch obje&ors I ſay, our confidence gathers life from 
this Objection. Thele ( Right Honourable ) are ſpleradras 
peccata, ſhining ſinnes indeed, and holy impieties. If theſe 
be your faults,they are glorious ones, and we may fatten Our 
faith by ſuch doubts caſt in from theſe without. We may 
rather buitd upon 1t',” that you ſhall proſper , becauſe God 
hath enobled your ſpirits, to do ſuch things as theſe : even as 
Hezektah proſpered in thoſe works , which yet the rayling 
Rgbſhakeb ſuppoſed his certain ruine, 22 — 

There are other Obje&ions againſt this confidence;which 
are more. weighty and ſad. I will namebut three. © 

Firſt, What > ſo confident that we ſhall live, andyet th: 
Kingdom ſo abound with finne > When there is fo much life 
in finne, ſhall ſuch a popleline > Liveand'proſper ? 1 
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L acknowledge, that when we conſider the {ins and pro- 
faneneſſes, the wickedneſſes and blaſphemies , which arein 
the Nation, we have juſt cauſe in reference to them, not only 
to rejoyce with trembling but to tremble without rej OYCINE, 
Theſe may give us cauſe to fear,that all the troubles we have 
hitherto had, are but the beginntng of our ſorrowes ; And 
that the Lord, in ſtead of turning back our captivity, ſhould 
turn us back into captivity. We may have cauſe to tear, that 

_ even the great and ſolemn meeting of this day , upon (as I 
may ſo call it) this mountain of our preſent felicity ſhould be 
but. like 2ofſes his going upto 410unt Nevo, or the top of Piſ- 
gh in the later.cnd of the book of Desteronemy from thence 
io viey theLand ofCenaan which himſelf ſhould never enter 
into : The Lord may make this happy ſpe&tacle, but a ſhort. 
view, 2 tranſient glimpſe of thoſe glories and comforts, of 

_thoſe bleſſings and mercies,which peace and union 1na ſctled 
eſtate bring forth'te a Nation : and the word might go out 
againſt us all, evcn againſt Aoſes and Aaron, Mapiſtvates aud 
M:xifters cycn againſt thoſe , who have been moſt faithful! 
in. the carrying on of this great ſervice and moſt induſtrioue 
even againft thoſe, who have ſhed moſt tears, and have laid 
up moſt prayers, even againſt thoſe who have fivcat moſt, or 
bled moſt, Te ſhall all die oz this ſide Tordan, Your fins ſhall 
conſume your carkaſes in this wilderneſſe 3 this 1s acknow-_ 
ledged. and what ever the iſſue be, let God be glorified. 

But the Lord doth not account, as man accounteth, nei- 
ther are his thoughts as mans thoughts. Take but two inſtan- 
ces. The one, Pſ4l. 106. 6 , 7. where the unbelief.and pro- 
vocations ofthe people of iſrael are reported, We heve ſin- 
zed with our fathers me have committed iniquity, we bave 
done wickedly. Our Fathers underſtood 7:0t thy wonders:in E- 

Lypt. they remembred not the multitude of thy mercies but pro- 

 Voked him at the Sex, even at the red Sea. Yet he comes in 
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with a on obſtente , at the 8 verſe, Nevertheleſie be ſaved 
them for his Names ſake, that he might makebu mightypower 
to be kaown. If God will fave for his names ſake, what people 
- is there whom he may not ſave > 


The other Scripture-1s ( UA. 57. 17) For the inzquity of 


his coveteuſueſſe was I wroth_ and ſmote bim, 1 hid me, and was 
wroth : What did this ſmiting effet > It follows, Hewert 
07: frowardly 1 the way of br heart ; he went on ſinningwhile 
God was ſmiting 3 what could any one expeX now, butthar 
the Lord who ſmote him before, ſhould at the next blow de- 
ſtroy him ? : Yet hear, O miracle of mercy ! { have ſeen. his 
wazes (ver(. 18. ) VWhat wayes, repenting waies, reforming 
waies, holy wates > No, his waies, the waies of his own fro- 
ward heart. And what will God do 2 Doth he fay, I will 
ſtrike him down-1n his waies , I will kill bum in his wates 2 
No, thaveſeer by wazes , and will heal him. I will heal the 
former wounds inſtead of making new wounds ; There is 


more mercy, yet, / wil lead him alſo, and reſtore comforts wato 


him , and to h& mourners, God doth not uſually heal the 
wounds of judgement, till the wounds of {in are healed : yer 
tome times he doth. And what knoiy we but the Lord'may 


Once again make a parallel mercy tothat promiſed his anct- 


cnt people, and reſtore comfort to thoſe hearts, #ho gooz( as 
thisObjettion charges ) frowardly in the way of therr hearts > 

Secondly,Others may Obje&, what > ſo much confidence 
of a ſuccefſhon of mercies ? Look to the Church, and to the 
matter of the worfhip ;» Superſtzt/on is gone, but prophanereſſe 
ſtands at the door : . Prelacy is gone , but Anarchy is feared : 


and canwe yet be confident? Sure to invite to 2 day df rejoy-/ 


cing, when we are in ſuch a condition, is but like bidding the 


ſons of Zionto (ing one of their ſongs at the waters of Babylon. 


T acknowledge, there is little reaſon to rejoyce in the light 
of this world, whuleſt the Goſpel is under a cloud; that there 
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is very little reaſon to take warmrh at the heat of any Sunne 
while ChreSF the Sunne of righteouſneſse is eclipſed by the in- 
zerpolition of any ſublunary intereſt whatſoever. | 
But muſt we deſpond, and give all for loſt, becauſe light 

hath not ( ſuppoſing that it hath not ) that freeand kind en- 
certaiament which we deſire > Muſt we refolve that Chriſt 
ſhall loſe his right (ſuppoſe it ſo ) becauſe he hath it nor, 
or. becauſe he hath it not by the day ſet in out Kalender 2 
Poffibly, the Kalender of Heaven hath a poſt-date to ours. A 
woe belongs to thoſe who negle& to finiſh the work of the 
Lord like them in the Prophet ) upon this ſurmiſe, The 
tims ts not come, the time that the Lords houſe ſhould be built :. 
Yet a woe lies not againſt thoſe, who conſcientiouſly endea- 
vouring to build, cannor fmniſh it. Chriſt accounts thoſe his 
enemies, and cals them out to deſtruction, who ſay, #e will 
zot have this man te reign over w: But they may be in theroll 
of Chriſts friends , and he may be preparing ſalvations for , 
them, who being ſcriouſly uponthat deſign, yet fail in advan- 
cing his reign. It that be not our cafe, I granr, there is no 
reaſon any mans fairh-ſhould have life, that we ſhall live. 
 - But if it be (as I believe it is ) our fairh hath reaſon to 

hold-up in life and firength too, that we ſhall live : For we 

know Chriſt works by Ss the. hearts of his people. 
Light comes not 1a1all at oxce, In the prophecy of Ezekzel, 
The waters of the Temple were firſt but tothe pra and then to 
the knees, and then ro the loins, and then it was 4 river of wa- 
ters to ſwimme un , ariver that could not bepaſied over, we 
muſt groe providence lezve to go it 'S own pace. Things areſtill 
under conſideration, The plummetisr fill iz the hand of Z erob- 
bbel, and who knowes to what perfe&tion the work may be 
brought 1na fhort time ?-It is not the doing of what comes 
ſhort of the mind of Chriſt, but a reſolving not todo the mind 
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"When Chriſt was inthe world, | hewas not received pre-. 
ſcr.tly 3 Did he therefore fire the world preſcntly about their 
"pars . and « deſtroy . thoſe whici received him not > When 
ſome perl\iva.ied him to do ſo, he tcls them , Ye &now not of 
wat ſpirit ye are, There s manya good man, wo, it he knew 
hes own (pirit,yould be aſhamd of it. Chrilt is not ſo fierce 
45 many Chriſtians are. It's true, his anger when it burns is 
inficitely fterce, and who can abide it > But we know heis 
patient, and he is patient very long , : even unto thofe who, 
knowingly abule him ; much more toward thoſe who arc 
ſincerely ſeeking after him.Heis patient to thoſe who abuſe 
him-, and patient ſo long, that they take occation (cauſe 
they bave none) to ſcorn and mock him, here 7 the pro- 
miſe of bus comming > And, Let the Lord baſe: his work that. 
we may [ze it. Much more will he be paticnt towards thoſe 
whoare praying , conſulting and enquiring , though as yet 
they ſhould not come up to give him the honour due! unto his 
name. 
When the Iewiſh worſhip was caſt out, and the Ceremo- 
iallLaw aboliſhed ; the Apoſtles themſelves being alive,and 
Preaching 1t , Chriſtian worſhip was not recelved in a day 
Orin a yeare : the Apoſtles were long working 1t into the 
hearts of believers. And we may read in the 14th Chapter 
of the Epiſtle to the Romans, how much bearing there was ex- 
ercized, and how much forbearing towards thoſe who were 
not yet come up to Goſpel heights , either ot their duty 
or of their priviledge ? Therefore ( if fay ) though this Oh. 
jeftion ſhould tand a while in the letter of it , yet we need 
not fall in our hopes; though weare not where we ſhould be 
either inworſhip, or in Government , yet Chriſt will bear, 
while we are ſeeking and enquiring with ſincerity that we 
may. Chriſt will at Taſt break thoſe, who wilfully break his 
bands, and caſt away bis cords from them, And all they whe 
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in invuprightneſſe pray and endeavour 1 that hisGovernment may 
be ſet up, ſhall be heard and bleſſed, though pcrÞbaps, not is 
their Ovn way. 

A thir4 Objection lies thus. But there are many errours, 
and ſtrange opinions amongft us : Tares grow up, and are 
like to overgrow thewheat : ores and lickneſſes over- run 
many minds. Can a pcople th: ve,vbo have ſuch diſeaſes up- 
on them ? Can the Phyſitians who behold theſe diſtempers, 
offer us any hope that the patient ſhall live ? 

I think no fore-head can deny'that thereare errours a- 
mong( us : and ſome very dangerous, deſtrutive and damna- 
ble, perverting ſouls, and waſting the vitals of Religion. 

Errours are not to be ſported with. Whocan loye Chriſt 
and errour too, much lefle plead for, and 'give it patronage ? 
Chriſt is truth. "And though perſons | erring may have our 
charity, yet no errour ought to have our love: though many 
who erre may bave much "of our patience, yet there 15 8O er- 
rour (hovſmall ſoever) ſhonld any of our have countenance. 

But to' this ſad Obje&tion; T antiver. 

Firſt, Poſbly chote aremore errours named thenare. AJ] 
15 Not errour which every one thinks to beerronr. We 
know who ſpake it, After the way which they call hereſie, ſo 
worſhip J the Ged of my fathers ( A&.24.14.) and thev were 
no mean., ro unlearne A men who called that way hereſic. 
And I fhall ecver believe all 77 ereſiographers for his ſake, who 

vur eZreius into his Catalogue for oppoting Prelacy. 
"here may bean crrour in taxing ſome with crrour. 

But fecondly ,: Whatſoever is an errour, or an: hereſie, 
hatſoever 1s « ONtrary tO W holſome Do&rine ( ſuch opini- 
n5arc knowable.clfe all rules about dealing with them were 

vain) VV hatſoever (I ſay) 18 an errour Or hereſic, [et all the 
Penalties w hae Obrife hath charged upon it be executed. to 
the utmoſt : 7f we favorr erroar, 1 know not how we can with 
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conndence life up our eyes toChrift for far cowr, ft Chrilt would 
not bave bad errour.. to be oppoſed, why bath be lefr us 
means both for the: oppoſition and ſuppreſſion of errcur > 
As be bath a1yen ac ormpleat Armour tO everyChritian where- 
with to fight againlt the wiles and temptatons of the devil ; 
ſo hehath given a compleest Armour to iis Church , where” 
with to fight againſt all the crrours and unſound doarines 
of ſeducers. Therefore ſearch tle Magazines 5f the Goſpel, 
bring out all the artillery, ammunition and weapons ſtored 
up. there, look out all the chains and fetters, the whips and 
rods, which either the letter of the Goſpel,or theeverlaſtiug 
equity of the Law hath provided to bind errour with, orfor 
the back of hereſic : Jet them all betmployed, and ſpare not, 
1 hope we jhall xeter uſe(T am perſivaded we ought not) efn- 
tichri iis broom to ſweepChri(ts nouſe with,or bis weapons to fight 
againf; errour with, Qhrifſt hath formed and ſharpned wea- 
pons for this warre ; we need not go to the Popes forge or 
file. Fe(laith the Apoſtle)bave weapons in a readineſſe to re- 
venge every aiſubedience; They are ready made to our hands; 
we have them inareatdineſle, ſaith Pazl, let theſe be ſhea- 
thed in the bowels of every crrour, and corrupt opinion: and 
the event will ſhe (a thought that it will not, were an inft- 
nite diſparagement ro the wiſdome of Chriſt, who bath ap- 
pointed them)the event, I ſay, will ſhew that zheſe weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal bat mighty through God , not a 
wooden dagger, or ſpeares of bulruſhes, no pot-guns, or pa- 
per ſhot , as ſome ( at leaſt in conſequences ) blaſpheme, 
but mighty through God to the caſling dewn of ſtroug-bolds, end. 
the bringing of every thought into captivity tos the obedtence_s 
of ChrsF, And when errours are more the erronious. ( tu- 
multuous or blaſphcmous ).the: generall cules, ofthe word 
will ſhew us-expedients, fit to meet with-ſuc.. difkempers. 
- Tf wee thus proſecute and oppoſe the crrours of thefe 
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times ( which I concetye no man 1s hindered from doing 11: 
his {phear, though all rhe ſphears wherein this may be done, 
arenot ina defired motion ) It, I lay , we thus proſecute er-; 
our, and contend for truth, we may keepour hopes alive,that 
as weare not dead bur alive,ſo we ſhall net dre, but lite that, 
yet Counſels at home, and Armies abroad ſhall proſpcr; that, 
this ſhall be the | aſtThankſgiving day,which this great Af-, 
ſembly ſhall keep for received victories ; that, God will yet 
go On to crown this Nation with ſo many mercies as ſhall 


fill both the preſent age and poſterity with books and decla- 
rations of what God hath wrought. A ſervice, to which Da- 


Vid _— himſelf in the next words of the text, ſhall zes 
ate, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 


Ard declare the warks of the Lord, 


The general! ifſne of which words, as confidercd in con- 
junction with the former, 1s, 


That all rece:ved mercies ſhould be defipned tothe glory of 
God, 

This 15 thedefign of the Saints, when they pray for mer- 
cles ( Joel 2.14, ) Who kneweth if bewill return and repent, 
and leave a bleſſing behind bim ; Forwhom 2? for you > Nay, 
Even a meat offering, and a drink-offering unto the Lord your 
God, The captive Jewes were taxed , becauſe they faſted for * 
themſelves, and not unto God (Zech. 7.) It muſt be the pro- 

_ je of prayer and faſting, that we may receive mercies to ho- 
noarGod with :and it ſhould be our projet indayes of praiſe 
and thank({giving to honour God with the mercies we have re- 
-eived, So much of our lives 1sas loſt , and ſo many of our 
mercies are -25 buried , with which the name of God is not 
lifted up and advanced; To ſtek owr ow? glory, is not vlory; or 
ro.deal with God, as the Story ſpeaks of one, who wrote the 
{21nders name that had-beenat the coſt and charge of a cu- | 
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rious fabrick upon the plaiſter.of the wall, but.cut his own 
name 11.2 marble ſtone underneath :: While worldly -men 
:beftow.outward thanks'on Go, Their tuwerd thought ts that 
their houſes ſhall continue for ever,. and their dueling place to 
all peneratsons.,and they call their lauds after their on. Hames, 
-Pfal, 49. 11. To give Gad a dayiof.vocall praiſes;;and ro 
reſerve. the chief, the fatteſt-of the honopr to our ſelves,as to 
MQockGod-inftead of praiſing him,and to commit ſacriledge. | 
-while we arcoffering holy things, ” : 
il I cannot ſtay upon that generall. Take this .in ſpe- 
call, 
That to declare the works of the Lerd,1is the. debt of honour 
444 duty which we-oucht.to pay-bim for all the work he ts pleaſes 
.to dofor ww, | 
The works.of:God are his counſfelsated, Pſol. 31. 19. 
..O. how great :15.thy gaouine fie which thou .baſft-laid up for them 
that fearthee > The goodneſſe:..of God iis laidup ; .inwhat 
Storehouſe doth God lay up this goodnefle 2 Surely, in his 
own breſt ; there he laid up the creation of the world from 
all eternity, and there-he laid-up the redemption of man,and 
; wrought it i#the fulnefie of trme » There he laid up. all the 
fdeliverances which at any time he hath wrought for- his 
Church,  Ohew great ts. thy goodntſſe nhich thou haſt laid. up | 
then follewes)-»h:ch :theu heftnrought for them that truſt. 512 
#hee, Lefere'the founes of men, Fhewmorks of God are the good- 
 nefſe, of: God made: viſible;they are as ſo many beams or raies 
of the power , wiſdeme, - faithfulneſle. and-juſtice of Gad. 
God declares himſelf in his works; The. zzv:ſible tbivps of bane 
fromthe createon of the-world;are clearly. ſaen; berg. underfioed 
-by the things which axe made, ecen bur eternal power and Ape 
84d Rom. 1.30, Thework of Creation. declares ganoh+ of 
God;but.the-works-6f Providence declare more. AndasGod 


dcclazes himfelf in his wetklo we-muſt declare the novks 
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of God. But how ſhall wemake this declaration JETT 

There is a five-fold declaration of the works of G61: 

- The firſt is an eL-tthmerticall declaration ; the ovicthal 
wh inthetext primarily ſignifies,to make a 2atalogue" oran | 
enmerition of things, and ſo of the works of Gol: ſetting 
chem down by mimber. Thus Gol himſelfdeclares his works 
( Indg.10.1 ” LT Did nos 1 deliver: you from the E GYpHAns, 
and from the Amorites, from-tbe childr:n of Aminon, and from 
_ the Phil: Fines? The Zidontans alſo andthe Amalekites, and 
the Maonites did oppreſſe you, 4d ye cried to me, and 1 del; VE- 
red you ozt of their h2ad.Here is nothing but the bare names 
of deliyerances ſet down, ſeven in number : So matly you "have 
received from me, Gith? the Lord. As if we ſhouldwrite now, 
The battell at Keinton one, The battel at Newbery two. The 
hattel at Cheretor-Down three At Marſton-moor four, At 
Nazeby fue, At Langport ſix. At Torinzton ſeven, and the . 

Jieabling of the late: Army't in the Weſk without battell, 
which may go for meay Viferies, &c. And this 154 declara- 
tion which becommeth us;; ſome pens have done-this tomy 
hand already - there is a8 Arithmeticall declaration of our 
-metcies'and vitoriesin the Fzeld, and-ovet 'Srro#p-bolds this 
laſt year, newly ſct'out and printed: and I think the number 
is ninety and one, beſides ſome remarkableones T1venin ſince: 
we may conclude this declaration with that of the Pſalmiſt, 
CMany'-O'Lord,” are the wonderfull works which thou haſt dere, 
and thy thoughts which are to u-ward, T. hey canner berreckined 
wp 712 <a urto thee if wewould declare and _"_ of them, : they 
are more thea can be aumbred, Pal. 40.5. 

"Secondly - There is3 Logical declaration of the works of 
GoJ. oli "We ſh&wv the ſeverall kinds of ther as; the'trork 
of eat i97 the work of Redemption;the work oC Providence; 
and diſtribute theſe into works'of mercy,orivorks of juſtice; 


"IO tho{s works wherein - Godprocedtcth titspeople., or 
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wh: ercin be ceſtroyeth bis enemies : and th ole e: ther in de, 
feating ther Counſels , Or ih overthrow 710g their Forces. 
Mary /fach diviſions , and ſubdiviſions; differences and pro- 


pertics alſo of the ww orks of God: may be {ct forth 1 Ina IR. 
declaration. 


Thirdly, There is, an x 7 i weed Zrburatih a beſides 
the Fanien; kinds and differences of the works of God ,- we 
declare the perſons: acting.tne places, the-times, the: counſels, 
the managing of the ſeveral actions the'cyents 'and. ſucceſſes; 
the iſlues and 'h uits, the effects:and conſequences of every: un- 


dertakirg. Such conſiderations as theſe make up the biftory 
of the works of God. 


The fourth is, a rhetorical declarations, when beſides 4, 
bare narrative of the facts, &c.:(wbich'is proper to hiſtory) 
we labourto find out the ieverall ctreumſtances and aggrava- 
tions of evcry work, which-may raiſe up onr ſpirits, and y wart 
our hearts in confidering of, and looking over them.Ttis our 
duty. to make .more then bare - narratives and hiftories., we- 
muſt clothe them with eloquence;” and make oratory do ho- 
mage to the honour of God. The holy Pen*men have been, 
admirable in this,read the. Sorg of Heſes(Exod.15.)The Song 
of Deborah. (Iuds.5 .)-The Sg of David , 1m the day-that the 

 Lordhad 25 rags, 2 him ont of the hanas of- all bie eBemzes, and 
eut of the hand of Saul (2 Sam. 22,) and:you will find them 
oyer-matching all Pocts and Heathen Oratours in depth of 
* conceit, cxacnefſe. of ſtile , and flowers of Rhetoricke . as 
much as the Sunne doth a Candle, or the ſpirits of wine the 
dregs of it. Thus ſhould we poliſh and'earniſh, embroider 
and Fbedeck the work of God, not with vain oftentation of 
wit , gt. with, affection. or pedantick pomp of : words, 
but. with ſobriety and holy. gravity : . Not,; as aAufinl: 
remember cenſureth a paſſage inotie. = his ovrn' Confefſionss] 
it was , faith he ( Declamatio levis) @ light" declymation, 
y 5 Not 
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ſhould'be buſiced'in ſearching things tothe bottom', and in 
- giving-an: accent'to every- circumſtance. For,as a ſmall fac 
gommitted. againff God may-be a-very huge fin : ſoa finall 
work-doneby Godimay.bea- very-huge mercy. I ſhall give a 
few , hints towardsthis Rhetorical declaration of the works 
1. Hirſly;Gonfiderthem in reference tothe way which God 
takes:tobrungthem aboutiHe works ſometimes immediate- 
ly;by bis owmhand!, -andthen his work is miraculops. + He 
waiks at- other titres by ivealeat imptobable mieans | and 
tbenttts worksaretriarvdllons, - Heoftenmakes oppoſitions, 
2ndcroſſe counſels ſerye his ends, he'makes'a Table wed a 
2 | nare 
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ſnars, and what was intended for our Caſting down, the o0cca- 
{10n of our ftanding, wounds heal us ; loflss enrich us ; divi- 
{f10ns Unite Us 3, Our being overcome givesus bhe vigory, and 
then his.wor ks are glorious. 

Secondly Conſidcrthe. {ſtrength of oppoſers, their helpers 
Pr: p 35a their heights and former: lucceſles, theinreſol- * 
yedneſle and rage, their pride and confidences; From all;theſe 
learn how vaſt a mercy. it-15 to-be delivered from them; 

Thirdly; Conſider the time when God: works for us.: he 
ſeaſon 45 as as #s. the mercy it. ſeif. We have had remarka- 
ble beightnings of mercie;, . from the dates of our mercics, 
What-a remarkable:mercy-for:the ſeaſon was the Expedition 
td Gloceſter, when we were, a5-1t were dving , and giving all 
up ? What a ſeafonable mercy was: the vrforie at Nazeby, 
inthe beginning of the: laſt. year, when we were deſpondent, 
and ſinking 1n our ſpirits. > You may: find the like. ſeaſona- 
blencfle of: many-other-mercies, Aswerds ſpoken, ſv ations 
done 142 Nees like Apples of gold in piflures of le ver, With 
divers-ſuch golden Apples, and f{ilver pictures, God hath at 
once fed and delighted us. 

Evurthly, Conſider, for whom: God works.\ henfor per 
ſons undeſerving, and diſoblicging him continually.. This. is 
2mercy-raiſing conſideration indeed. As 10b, ( cls 4Þ.7.17.) 
ſpeaks in generall,”hat i man that thou ſheuldft ma nie bim, 
ard that thou ſhoaldf ſet thine heart upon him 2 os ſhould: 
ſay at this time ;. VVhat ate we, and what is the Nation,that 
God ſhould magnifie us 2 a Nation againſt which thereare 
ſo many obje&tions, upon which there are ſo many ſinnes, a: 
Nation which hath ſo many. waies diſoblieged God ;, what 
atexc; that God: ſhould work ſuch wonders.for us > When: 

| David offered Mephiboſherb great kindnefles, reſtoring. him 
all:the lands of his father, and-enviting him to cat bread at 
hisTable continually ; M qbileſberh who'was but a lame man, 
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and one > that had mean choughts of himſelf . ſtands amazed, 
hat # thy ſervant that thou ſhouldeſt- look upon ſuch a. dead 
dog. as 1 am > (2 Sam.9.8.). Though he was a mail of ho+ 
nour by his bitth ( Jonathars fonne ) yet he ſpeaks thus low 
of bimſelf ( who-am I > ) at the offcr of ſo greata favour. 
' What then may we ſay of our ſelves ; that God ſhould. re- 
ſpect us, who may be called dead dogsbefore him'>- A:people 
Het 3 in his ſervice, unanſwerable to "former mercies. 'VWhen 
God muſt work as much for bis own'rame';* as by his' own 
power ; when God temembersto work for thoſe who have 
forgotren! his works 3” when God is faithfullto thoſe who 
have diftruſted him, how do theſe confiderations of our Tow= 
nefle, heighten our merciesand render cur deliverances as {6 
many wonders > Thus glory comes in to God by ourabaſe- 
ment: for; as in confefſing the circumftarces of finne, ſome 
ſpeciall finfulnefſe of our hearts breaks forth upon ey cry One 
of them, to humble us;- So inconfefing theſe ſpecialities 
of Gods works, ſome beam of his Wiſdome,' Juſtice, -Pow- 
er, Patience or  Goodneſle breaks forth and irfadiares all the: 
 mercies which we reccive from him. Therefore bevery.care- 
full ih making theſe Rhetoricall declarations -:* let not God 
/ have hiſtory. and naked relations ,” but be diligent in finding; 
and eloquent in deſcribing every, even the leaſt paſſage of his 
providence. The Rabbins have 'ſayr ing that there is a moun- 
E417 of '{ al 2 hanging P07 every APEX of the wor d of God, I: aſ- 
ſure you; the leaſt [4pex in the works'of God; may have Aa 
mountain of goodneſle and mcrcy banging o at ib ididwe-bur 
ſearch them out. * | Prey 
There is yet a;fifthD tolaration of the w Sel of God which 
E would "abbot preſſe," 'ahd it is more:riecefſary then all theſe: 
fore-mentioned ; more neceſſity: then cither'your Arithme-. 
ticall oc your Logicall or your :floricall/ or your Rhetori-: 


Ww_ declarations, ard that 1 Is a a decleration ruvely Theological, 
ATT 


—— ww TO — CADe—n— oe yo Ar 
—— 
— — _ 
hos — 


ll... — A. 


Honurable Fouſet f parlzamant: Kew April s, 16 46. 


—_— __ —__ 


IT 


"2 = IF == — Mac i. <4 elle A”. ii. Ad i... Ar art. HS i &. "5" > "” NS XR ”” Goo WW © WT” —— TLANC O_o” dead 


0” 4 prabBlicall - declaration of the workes of God. 
Right Honourable, and beloved , God will bear with us, 
though we ſhould be: ſomewhat out in our Arithmetick, and 


indeed the works of: Gold exceed our Arithmetick, they are 


innumerable ; God wilt bear with ns though weate not {uch 
exact Logicians to methodiſe his works , tO give their de- 
ſcriptions;definitions,kinds differences and Proprietics :: God 
will beate with us: though * we are:but mean: Hiirorians,- but 


flat feeble" und laiiguite Oratour r; 1f yet we: COMCUP IN; this 
laſt a&, and make him a full, a hearty, a. pichy declaration of. 


h1s works, by Ours, THe Lerd is better pleaſed with the tan. 
guage of our hands; then with the lapgnaze of our tongues 35 and 
we honour''G of more-with- the words which our. works 
ſpeak; '-thenwith the words which our mouths ſpcak. I be- 
ſcech you therefore: make this declarationas full as may be ; 


Let your feet+declare ,and your frgers: ſpeak to the KA - 


Nation; yes toall the ockd, what:God hath, done for us. It 
will be a very fad thins&:f declarations of the works of God 
ſhould be ade only'in Sermons; or written in Bopks, and 
none found written in our hearts and-lives : If it ſhould be {o, 
mercies wilbe our burdens a5.nwch as judgements have been, 
and theiheavier burdens too. "The Baptiſt exherts,,( Matth. 
2.) Brixe forth fruit meet for repentance : 1 cxhort:,: bring 
forch fruittmeect for mercies,for'vitories; bring forth fruit 
meet for dayes of T hankſoivins- Ana TivC meſeave 2 little 
to drive chis) point more home, and tofaften i if more dihndt- 
ly upon your ſpirits. © 

Firſt, T would beſpeak the whale K £ngdom of” england. (0, 
England, be carefull ro make this pra&ticall declaration of 
the works of Gol.:Go appeares as unbending this. bow,and 
puttinz his arroyes up into his quiver,as ſheathing higfword, 
& repentiny of thoſcevils.of paniſhment: which he determi- 


ned AT tinſtt cace ; make aaſtto declare this work of the £0, 
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by repenting of thy evils of finne, and by 'turrirg to God in 
duty, from whom: thou haſt departed, and-wkom thou baſt 
proyoked by thine iniquity, Gcd hath giventhe Armies of 
thy eccmics intotbine hand, and he bath cauſed tkeir ſtrong: 
holds to ſubmit. O Ezglanrd declare this work of the,Lord, 
by preparing a new war againſt thoſe Armies of outragious 
luſts which encamp an all places, and fight againſt the1oul ;' 
by oY batteries againſi-the-ftrong holds of foolifh cu- 
ſtomes.and yain praQices;received by tradition from our fore: 
fathers, The Lerd hath broken the yoke of thy oppreſſours, 
and taken their burthens irom off thy ſhculdcrs. O Exg/ard, 
declare this work of the Lerd , by ttywillingres to put thy 
neck-urider whatſoeyeris the yoke of Icfus CErift , and thy 
ſhoulders to his burthen, God bath much purged, and-ftill 
preſcrves the Ordinances of his worſhip , -Þe ftill continues 
the 'Goſpe) to thee, and many faithfull Miniſters to dilfence 
it, O Englazd , deelare this work of the Lord by xrizine 

pure worſhip, by improving the Goſpel, ;and hor.ouring the 
diſpenſers of 1t, by ſaying, how beautifull are the feet of theſe, 
who bring thee glad tinlings of everlaſting peace > God hath 
ſheved that he workerth freely, be-bath-wrougbr beyond all 
obligations,» O Ezgland, declare this work of the Lord;Re 
faithfull,ſecing thou art under ſo many obligations ; perform 
cheerfully and ſincerely allrhe -Fors and Covenants which 
arewpon thee, tothe utmoſt of rhy power and opportunities, | 
©--Laftly, God bath ſhaved himſelf a friend tothy friends 
and an enemy to thy enemies, O England, - declere thi wor 
of the-f.ord, Nonot thou by unkindnes:or hard uſage, fadd 
the heafts of any of .Chriſts friends , or by thy Latceries 
and-naworthy complyances-give hisencmies occaſion of pes 

oycing, © IG ar ap hd 

"_ 'the Honourable Houſes of Parliament Tie peat) to . 
nake, This derlarationof therworks of the Lord, 'He ſhines 
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rn Declare This work of the Lord. continuing; FT 
ro that miteveſt;;: Be not umvallmg; to venturestor the:time 
to come, (if thelike occaſions tonld:call:forit y: ether in 

your perſons or: purſes, . God havinz'madeyou ſo god a:re- 
aick both-in: City and National bleſfings for your former 
adventures. God .hath wrought. oraciqufly i 11 prelervig:yous 
City from fire, your eſtates from plundering2,:your perſons 
from:{lavery.; decldre ard fhew. forth : theſe works of the Lord 
by improving:your eſtates, your power, your lives and liber- 
ties to make this aCzty of. Refuge for the oppreſitd ,,1:ſelace to 
thes ants, A mart of righteouſnes,to: theNations round abourl 
God. bath not ſuffered violenceto enter youriſereets:;: let not 
deceitand guileJodge in.your ftreets ;:God:hath not. puniſhed 
you-with famine Qr, want of bread -: let; not fuines.of bread ba 
your ſinne.iGod; hath preſerved commerce and trade for your 
bodies:: Declare this by; miakirig- more'voyages.. (like:tayel 
Merchants ): to the port of. Heaven; by trading morefor your -: 


own ſoulsby trading moretorthe-ſouls of: others\wirbin your 
line. There-is 4;gpo0d Hor 2% in-:hand ;,for the helping;,: nor 
only of poor; bodies;bu O _ ſouls, Lmeanof thoſe:who 


are. Aſano of anelling; and unwmpl ployed, ;whether eldet; or 
youtiger,mien; women or childrens; This -15 4, hoble work,! mY 
work *welbecomming not only the Magrftrates of thu City, 
but. the 2ariiament of England; Diſorderly poor. (.who live 
 not.ogly without goyertiment, but withantGodintheworld) 
being fo great # {candall both to this City, andthe _—_ 
dom. . .; ; +1 _Þ; $1: 3 1354 O! 

Laſtly, let all the Gichfull Aint 1n'the land fot —_ 
he rudy of.this Theolpgicall declaration x thegreateſt patt of 
the work-lies upog us,iaurwhole work lying in7 beologie: 
I:;is not our-bqoks gs (erfaongþur our, lines hdvtode' in:ho 
whole diſcharge of our Miniftiry: which reach-this duty. we, 
by our painfulnes, by our patjence, by our zeal \by our bum 

lity,. 
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opprefled in.conſcience,, Jeeingwe ourſelves were but lately 
1o apprefied,and are now rejeeved..... te Oo 1 


- God hath appeared to ns a5 a rimenthataeeds wot he afhas 
med; T.et.us all (according tgthat counſcll of the Apaſite taT 7+ 
_ mothy)behave ourſelves asworkmen(in the ſeryics of theGoſe 
reDthatreed-not be aſhamed nignth ermduing the wordofir ugh, 
Thus I have cpitomized RE cating the great volume 
of our-pradticall declaration of the works of the Loxd int 
lome few, overtures ,. . eiſayes and offers about it, T beſeech 
may be framed , (I -hope you will have them more cxaQtly 
framed before you go hence, Burſtay not inthem ) giveGed 
tus glory jo this which is the laſt, and higheſt deeſaratien of 
his works; give him-iglory in all, but chiefly in this, +. 
Bux may wenet (in gdayes of thapkſpiving) make menelen 
gf any ,- bur of the works ofthe Lord > Perk tbe Lord 
z one Poſh Work 
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work ones 2.Oc have his bands only brought all theſe chings | 
ro ee 
focke work: of creation God did all alone , nd in matly 
works of providence God only works ;* He'teeps ſtate in ſwne 
works, n0-man 4&Xs with hint,” Bur in moſt of a" works,and 
in thoſe we. are this day declaring,he ats (as I may (of Peak) 
in conſort. with the creature; it 15 ſeldom thit- © Y0.1 hath at 
immediare:attingence with: ofſeas'; Heuleth arddelights to 
uſe; the ſervice of met... LA thefſhs of old febrn'd at the wotk: 
of creation, and asked(\2nibu tachinis)with what tools or 
intruments;with: what engines, ladders or fcaffolds the Lord 
did ſcr-up.: this. mighty: frame: of heaven and earch > but in 
the works of proykdence we may? ſoberly-ak,(Q#7bm machi- | 
»)wwh what: tools and inflriteris by what hands: Or coun- 
ſels 'hath:he done theſe things 2 His bhnds are viſible , his 
toolsare' plain before our eyes in moſt of theſe works : : yet | 
becauſe theiwhoteeffe&;ortheeffetualnesof all inflruments 
1s from: hisco-working and'concurretice-s- therefore little 
mention is to be made of inſtruments; all: niuſt;, be aſcrib'd 
ro him, : God will. have'us ufſemeats; 2s if hewereto do no- 
thing ; and he looks 09:do Honoutel, KI if means had dore 
nothing. - 
_  Yermeans and; cre may be: vemenibrcd, yea, infir- 
ments muſt be remembred in-' their:place. The Lord is ſo 
jealous of his great name. that he permits notiahy' to come 
in competitionivith him yet he is ſo zealous of his/feryanrs 
good nams:; thatheis ling: they ſhould: bave hofour'in a 
ſubordination to bimſdf;:H _ we find, that though Ds- 
vid ſaith, {ail declare the works of rhe Lord. : yetthe-Lord 
rakes care . for. and makes a declaration .of the works of -Ds- 
vid, and of hi worthres: In;the fecondtboouk of Samuel (chop. 
23-8.) we bave a catalogue of Davids: worthies, androf their 
mglgees ſetdown in t particulars. Though the, tory * o= 
ible 
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Sible be the molt exact and compendious that ever was writ- 
ten, y<t Gol youchfateth faithfull and worthy inſfkeuments a 
LEE DI. nina fon ii: o 
-: And therefore;;; though the fatnes andthe: ſtrength of our 
 Eachariſticall ſacrifice, ought tobe beſtowed upon the Lord, 
yet be not unmindfull of thoſe; whom the Lord hath uſed as 
* bis tools and inftruments,as his ſword and buckler to do theſe 
great works for:us, and to. fight ourbattels.. Let not any of 
thoſe Honourable names ,, who: from the beginriing.of theſe 
arres and troubles, have val:antly interpoſed themlelves,and 
{ct their bodies and eſtates un the. breach between us and dan- 
cr, be:forgotten , or {lightly- remembred. Let it never be 
" Charged upon the P 47/14ment; or; Krngaleme of England, . that 
_ they have been wriminidtull of.;.orungratefull to-any of theſe 
_ Heroes, whom. God hath uſed as their SaUrours, and Protec- 
goers 3 Let themall receive,and enjoy rewards both of honour 
and of bounty... Aud let. thoſe by.whom God is: now ating, 
and whoſe moſt memorable ſucceſſes in ation, give the oc- 
caſion of this dayes joy and folemnity, be acknowledged; and 
acknowledged, thank't and thank't, Tam perſwaded t'is both 
honour and xeward.enough to many of them, that: they doe 
God aid their.countrey:ſcryice ; buc:God tcquires that they 
who-ferve us; ſhould have reward and honoure;::- |! 


— 


Let not Ezgland diſcourage valour, faithfulnes; and un- 
weried induſtry in A*y, or in Theſe, who-have given not pro- 
 miſcsonly,but proofs of theſe Three mart#all accompliſhments. 
To deſpiſe.the.infliruments.of our civil,as wel as of our ſpirita- 
all ſalvation, is to deſpiſe the God of our ſaluation,  _ 
And to all the Members of the Honeureble Houſes of Þ ar- 
liament who have faithfully, ſtaid by,tended and watcht wit 
this rroubled,fick, and-languiſhing Nation: theſefive or ſux 
years paſt : the whole K#-gdome of England is obliged to ſPest 
their thanks ; and to ſay concerning them, as Chriſt ( £o#, 
= FP 3 | 22; 
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22. 28,.) once did to his Diſciples, Te are the) which ba 3 
continued with me 19. my temptaticn; As arcward of which} - 
pains ard patience, Chriſt in the rext words tell-them,-dad} 
_ 7 appoint unto you 18:Kingdem i Ti:ough we have rot a Kingr| 
dome to appoint you, yet we ought to wiſh you the beſt ad} 
fircſt portions in the Kingdeme, A robs Eefing, even'the} 
Dew of Heaver.. ard the fatiefle of the earth , _ azdplenty of 
ora and-wine, all as the gift of God; \And that the pecple of the} 
Dad (inthe capacity : ye :are L.OW. in) way ſer Te) on, and the | 
Nation. bow down to you. Thus it beccmes us to blefſe: our} 
Helpers , and to bleſſe God for our Helpers, left cur ut 
#hankfulnefſe and murmurings.cauſe the Lord ( as Eethreat-} 
ned 1ſreel., Ifa.3. ) To, take away freny England the flay atd| 
the flaffe, not ouly the ftay and tbe flefſeof ourNaturall lives, | 
Bread and kbiny verf. 1.) but the fay azd flafje.of our Ci- | 
ril and Spirituall lives ( verſe 2, 2.) The mighty man, and} 
the man of mayre, the1udge andthe Prophet,. and the prudeyr, | 
andthe Ancient, - The Captain of: fifty; arti thehononrablel) | 
ma? ; And-givechilaren:'( froward: men ) to be our Princes, | 
and babes ( weak and' impotent ones ) torale over x, 1 


a 
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«© And now let the Preſerzers joyne [with the./Preferved, = 


They who have-labovred., - with-:7hofe who: eat tho fruit | 
of their labours';© in bleſſing” and praifing-the -Name of | 
God, by,whom it is, hat weare net dead, but alive by whom | 
| ir isthat we andoour friends are not only alive,bur ( as David } 
once complain'd about his enemies (Pſal. 38.19.) {Telyand | 
frrovg, or; C as another tranflation hath it {ave and are mighr | 
ty, Letus all joyn in prayſing God,who hath given us hopes | 
for the future, Fhat we ſhall not die, but live,and hath given | 
us this prefent opportunity, Ts declare the works which be hath | 
dane ; Theſe wonderfull narts in keeping us alivefand lively, ig | 
filling us with good hope* that we ſhall live to declarermone | 
and greatcy of his works then theſe, ' That, as at this time | 
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Dic Veneris, April 3. 1646. 


That Thanks be given to My. Caryl 4d Mr, Peters 


for the great pazns they took xn the Sermons they prea- 


| chadyeſterday before the Lords and Commons, and City of Lon- 
\' don at Chreiſt-Church in London, at the intreaty of both Hou- 
' ſes, being a dey ſet apart for a publike Thankſgiving ts God for 


| the great ſucceſſes it pleaſed him ts give the Army under the. 


'| Corimand off Sir Thomas Fairfax Knzgbt General, and that 
'| they be deſired toprint their Sermons, Andit ts ordered that 


| \ 
| | 


none ſhall proſume toprins their Sermons without licenſe under 


; their haxds writing. 4d that Sir Arthur Heſilrig and 2dr. 
| Prideawx do give them thanks, and deſire them to print thetr 


NY _ —_—_— - —— —- 


| Sermons accordingly. 
H. Elſyng.Cler:Parl.D.Com:. 
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| JF Appoint Jeba Rythne! and Giles Calvert to print may 
Sermon, © EE Toſeph Carl, 
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